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8 85 Th 655 JN Treating of theſe Words, Tiſhall 


. conſider not only the Neceſſity of 
a divine Commiſſion and Autho- 
.rity to qualifie Perſons for the 


_ 


are 3 according to the Rules of the Gol- 


pet Diſpenſation, and the Senſe of the Primitive 
athers, to ordain and ſend daher as the Apoſtle L 


expreſleth i it... 


- -A Diſcourte. on this Subject cannot but be 
thought very uſeful and hav that the Peo- 


ple committed to our. Charge being fully con- 


fficacy of our Adminiſtrations may with greater 


| Comfort and Aſſurance j join in conſtant Commu- 


nion with ug in all religious Duties, which con- 
cern the Salvation of their Souls. 


But if at ſome Times and on proper Occaions, a 


this is highly convenient to be done, it cannot bug 
at _this Time ſeem neceſſary 3 Since of late a 
Pamphlet hath appear d in print, and been indufſ- 
triouſly ſpread about this Town, which, in 7. 


n ſacred Miniſtry of the Church, 
5 but alſo endeavour to ſhew who 


| | vinced of the Lawfulneſs of our Miſſion, and the 


1% 3 


e . to or eg IIs , preterds to vindicate 5 = 


= Oe... 
Preſbyterian Ordination from Scripture and Anti- 
quity. This ſtrikes at the Foundation of our Con- 

e caſts a Blemiſh upon the Reforma- 
Ian ; and therefore I think my ſelf obliged in 
the Station wherein it hath pleaſed God to place 
me, to vindicate, as far as Tam able, the Honour 
of our happy Eitabliſhment, and ſhew the Weak- 
neſs of thoſe Arguments, by which he endea- 
yours to prove his Aﬀertions againſt ii. 

In Diſcourſing therefore on this Subject, Iſhafl 

have a particular View to every thing in this 
Pamphlet, which may ſeem to carry any Weight 
with it, or which by its plauſible "Appearance may 
impoſe on an unwary or injudicious Reader. 
Io ſet this Matter in as clear a Light as poſſi- 
ble, I ſhall treat ofthe Words in this Method. 


1. I ſhall ſhew the Neceſſity of a divine Miſſi- 
on in thoſe who Miniſter about holy Things. 
 Horo ſhall they preach except they be ſent. 
2. 1 ſhall ſhew how this Power was exerciſed 

during the Time of our Saviour and His 

| | Apoſtles. | | e | N 
3. Who ſucceeded them in the Government of 
the Church, and with whom this Power of 

ſendivg was entruſte © 


4. And laftly, what Objections do not come. 


properly under theſe Heads, I ſhall after- | 
wards give 4 more particular anſwer to. 1 


I begin with the firſt Head of Diſcourſe, and 

fall ſhew the Neceſſit) bfa divine Miſſon in 
thoſe who Minifter about holy Things. . 
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* This particular I ſhall nor long inſiſ upon, be- | 
cauſe the Main of, the Controverſie betwixt us, 


and thoſe of the Separation do not depend upon 


it. No one [faith the Apoſtle] raketh _. 


this Honour upon himſelf, but be that Heb.'5.4 


„ *%. 


is called of Gad a mas Aaron. That is, 


No one ought to do ſo, it is Preſumption to at⸗ 


tempt it ; it is intrnling into an Office, which 


doth not belong to hin, an to which the 


divine Bleſſing is not annex q by any Promiſe. 


He may do the ſame Ads, which another regu- 
larly commiſſion'd doth, but not with the ſame 


Efficacy and Power. We may juſtiy apply to 


ſuch a Perſon, what Axariab and the 


111 


other Prieſts. ſaid, unto Uzziab cn the 2. Chron, 
like Occaſiqn, Ir appertaineth not unto 26. 189. 
thee, Uzziah, to burn incenſæe unto | 


the Lord, hut: to the Prizſts the Sans of Aaron, 


0 


This gelen not only ken d n(t 
r 


the Church being à Religious Society, founded 
upon a divine Charter, and dignifi d with, many, 


ſpecial Promiſes and. Mercies, it is neceſſary. t] 


ould be proper Officers appointed ta preſidę oyerit 
| = ad 1 the People the, bleſſings belongs 
doit | provesthe Nay ty; of a divine Mie, 
n in thoſe Perſons who officiate ig the Cinch, | 
; ForasGod is the Author of our ſpiritual Life, and 

che Fountain of all thoſe Bleſings, which, an 


H 10 
this his ſpiritual Kingdom, who ſhall act as De- 


tot. This 
Yon in thoſe 


ons who o 


to the Covenant of Grage, ſo it appertain 
him only to appoint, who ſhall be the Minyfl 


* 


legates under him, = have Authority effectually 
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om the very reaſon, of the Thing, For 
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to diſpence to his People thoſe 2 ngs, which 
according to the Tenour of that Covenant, and 


* 


on the Conditions therein ſpecify'd, do belong to 


them. 


I ſpeak here of an outwatd and viſible Call to 
the Miniſtry by Perſons duely commiſſion'd for 


that Purpoſe, and with ſuch ſolemn Rites and 


Ceremonies as have been ever uniforml Y obſerv'd in 


the Practice of the Church This is denied by 
ſome Enthufiaſts, who under the Pretence of di- 


vine Inſpiration, endeavour to, deſtroy that Order, 


which Chriſt and his Apoſtles have by the In- 
fallible Conduct of the holy Spirit eſtabliſh'd, and 


derived to their Succeſſors in the Church. And 


there are others of looſe Principles, ſuch eſpecial- 
ly as the Author of the Rights, and Free-Thinkers, 
[as they affect to call themſel ves] who have ſought 
by ſome ſpecious, but diabolical Suggeſtions to 
bring Confuſion into the Church, or rather de- 


ſtroy the very Being of it, in derogating from 


the Power and Dignity of the Chriſtian Prieſthood, 
But it plainly appears to be the Deſign of theſe 


Mien to bring Religion into Contempt, to counte- 


nance and abet Prophaneſs and Immorality, and 
to leſſen the Dread and Reverence of thoſe ſacred 
nſtitutions appointed by our Saviour and his A- 
poſtles. The popular Arguments and fly Inſinu- 
ations of theſe Men have been abundantly con- 


futed, and whar they alledge in Defence of their 


wicked and blaſphemous Tenets are founded upon 


ſuch weak and inconcluſive Deductions, that none * 


but the ſcandalouſly ignorant and prophane can 
run into their Meaſures, To omit therefore the 
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further Proſecution of this particular at Preſent, 
I procl to the Second. | 
2. Which is to ſhew how this Power was ex- 
erciſed by our Saviour and his A Pk. 
FT. As to the former of theſe, we muſt obſcrve 
2 that ourbleſſed Lord was ſent with Commiſſion 
i WS and Authority from the Father to make a Reform 
in the legal Diſpenſation according to antient Pro- 
pheſies, and to erect a ſpiritual and univerſal King- 
dom, of which he. is conſtituted the ſupreme Head 
E Governour. Before he entred upon the publick - 
Adminiſtration of his Prophetick Office, he was ſo- 
1 len mly conſecrated thereto by the wonderful at- 
teſtation of a Voice from Heaven, ſav- 
ing, This ts my beloved Son, in whom I Matt. 3. 17. 
am well pleaſed. And as the 8p irit did 
then viſibly deſcend upon Mi, and by extraordi- 
anary Communications fit him for the Diſchaige of 
that ſacred Office, ſo in the Power thereof, he went 
dodut and preached unto the People, and by the 
undoubted Miracles hie publickly wrought a> 
mongſt them, gave ſufficient Proof, that be was 
that Meſſi as, which ſhould come into the World.and 
was at that time expected from theantient& known 
Propheſies concerning him. By this - 
Means many believed on him, and Joh. 3. 26, 
were baptized. And as the Num- 5 
ber of the Diſciples increaſed, he | 
was pleaſed to chooſe twelve of them conſtantly | 
to attend his Perſon, or execute his Orders, whom he 
' namedApoſtter, Luke 6. 13. Mark,3.14. and ordain- 
ed that they ſhould be with hin. till he ſhould ſend 


them forth to gooey: To N them for this EY 
war. 
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cot 


C ˙ U ene 
worthy, but difficult Employment, he inſtructed 
them fully in what they were to, believe and do, 


and for the better Succeſs of their Miniſtry em- 
powered them to work Miracles and heal Diſeaſes. 
The Miaiſtry of our bleſſed Lord at firſt had 


for the moſt part been confined to that Part of 


* 


Judea called Gallilee, but deſigning nov to go 
up to Jeruſalem to the Feaſt of Tabernacles, and 
in his Way thither to paſs thro” Semaria, he 
thought fit to chooſe out ſeventy of his Diſciples, 
that they, according to the lnſtructions he gave them, 

3 might prepare the People to receive 
Lule, 10. him in all Places where he was to 
3 conie. Theſe were inferior to the 
Twelve: For their Commiſſion was limited to 


thoſe Cities only where our Lord himſelf was to 


come; the Twelve were leſt to e 
ht She where. they thought fit, amongſt the 


© » 
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loſt Sheep of Iſrael ; 9305 fue the Seventy 


had only a Part of that Power of working Mira- 
cles, which was given to the Twelve, as is evident 


by comparing the Tenth Chapters of St. Matthew, 


and St. Luke. Here then we. find beſide our 
bleſſed Lord, two Orders, of Miniſters appoint: 
ed by him, the one Superior to the other, both. in 
the extent of their Commiſſion, and the divine 
Power of working Miracles conferr' d upon them, 
over whom. himſelf preſided, and to whom the 
ſupreme Direction of all Affairs of che Church 
belonged. He derived his Miſſion from the Fa- 
ther, and they acted under him, and wereemploy- 
ed by him, to ſuch Purppſes, aud on ſuch, Occali+ 
ong, as he thought fit, For ſo we find the Seven. 
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the Dass, the 


5 79 
ty. giving him an Account of their Miniſtry, and 


the Succelsof it, Luke 10. 17, How long their 
Commiſſion was continued, or in what manner 
it was afterwards exerciſed, we have no Account. 
But for this Reaſon l thought i it proper t to menti- 
on this Particular, becauſe St. Ignætias. who liv'd 
in the Time of the Apaſſ les, and is an inconte ſta- 
ble Witneſs of Epiſcopacy. as eſtabliſhed in our 
Church, in relating the three diſtin& Orders of 
Miniſters ſeems to Five 4 particular View to this 
Scheme of Cares under our Saviour's Ad- 
Ss i be or in his. E 1. to the Church of 
the N this A IVICE,. Do you alt follow 
op, 4% Fe) 15 2 es che, Father, 

Fes ker 44 be. er, and reuerence 
1 ry ment of God. 28 12 
The Author of * 205 plilet ſcerns to ſusgeſt. 
that ſome pf thh Fathers ind particularl St. Iong- 
tins do 7 5 their Writings, that e 


or eg 


Tiicceeded the Apoſtles f. But we plainly fee here | 


in what Senſe, and with what Kuang thar 
Aſſertion is to be Underſtood. The College of 
relbyreri Have the fame Power, in the Church, 
flia the Apoſtles had, whilſt our, Saviour preſided - 
"Over 5 But then as Chriſt in his Prophetick 5 
Mmiſtry was ſubject to God, and derived his Miſj- 
ſion from him? ſo the 'Biſþop, as the 9 7 5 5 


| 8 of his Dioceſe, 402 'by : a divine A 


thority, and the Presbyters are ſubordinate to his, 


asthe Apoſtles were to Chriſt, during his Reſidence 


among them.” * can any thing more fully and 


heh _ Cleat- 
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Hearts, prove that Biſhops, are 71 a, ſuperior Order 
to Pregbyters, than this Which he ledgeth as an 
Argument againſt 1 it?; ee, e, 
Proceed. ve now to "conſider the | Fm 
tion of the Church, by the Apoſtles, after: our 
Lord had: withdrawn — nde clenee. 
them. And here we rea Scripture ge, that a lit- 
. tle before his Alec 9920 them apart i in a e 
ſolemn Manner to th 11 dy Othee ea and ave 
them Inſtructions for the, 77 charge a of it, "The; 
Commiſſion runs thu gene? p given, to me 
| in Heaven and in us MP Ge therefore. ad 
| beach all Sas. baptiging. them. in 


28, &c. Son, and of the-Holy 3 PEAC 
3 7 ing them 60 eng all Hang wi 72 
ever 1 baue commandedyou : 15 ang 775 Et; . with Nat 


| Yahkeay, even unto the End 


This Commiſſion doth. er Mg Yeo y. that 
they were authoriz d to Preach and Baptize, but 
alſo to govern the Church, and conſcerate others 
to the Miniſterial Function, as Occalion. requir d. 
This is more full ly exdic(s In. St. 

Joh. 20 21. John t ae e, Father hath 
ſent me, even ſa ſend Jan. i. e. With 


Authority to Commiſſion fit Perſons to the Mini- 


ſtry. How elſe could he accompliſp his Promiſe 
of being with them to the End gf the. World? 
And how could the Church ſubſiſt without Pro- 


per Officers to preſide over it, and * the 
Affairs belonging to it 5. 


Now as our bleſſed Lord did not enter en 


1 the Pablick * of his Prophetic > | 


8 
% * 7 


Matt 28. the Na 975 of the 3 7 the 
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Office, till he was conſecrated _—_ by the vi- 


ſible Deſcent of the Spirit, and endowed with 


| Gifts and Qualifications proper for the Diſcharge 
of it ; ſo the 11 Apoſtles were commanded to tarry 


at Feruſalem, until they were en- 

dued with Power from on high. Luke 24. 49. 
Which Promiſe was fulfilled in At 2. 

the Day of Pentecoſt, when b 


the Deſcent of the Spirit 3 aſſiſted with 


ſuch ſupernatural Gifts and Graces as enabled them 
to ſpeak all Languages, to work Miracles for the 
Atreſtatiun of the Truth, and thereby Propagate 
the Goſpel throughout all Parts of the World. 
That they were inveſted with the Supreme 


Power of Governing the Church under Chriſt, of 
ſetting apart fit Perſons for the Work of the Mi- 
niſtry, and exerciſing other Acts of Authority, 

and Diſcipline, is evident from the inconteſtable 


Proofs of that Matter in the Scriptures, and will 


not 1 believe, be denied, by thoſe who diſſent 


from our Eſtablimment in other Points of Contro- - 
verſie. Thus we read, that thro' the immediate 


Direction of the Holy Ghoſt, Matthias was 
choſen by them into the C ollege, and ordained to 


take Part of that Miniſtry and A- 


poſtleſnip from which Judas by 45 2. 
Tranſgreſſion fell. 


Some Time after when the Neceſſities of the 
Church requit'd it, they directed the Diſciples to 
look out ſeven Perſons full of the Holy Ghdlt, 
and of an unblamable Converſation, whom they 
might make Deacons ; and theſe they ſet apart to 
their Miniſtry by Prayer 51 Impoſition of * | 
1s 


—t— . nn 
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This wasno civil Office ; but their chief Buſineſs 
was to attend on and minifter to the Apoſtles, and | 
by their Direction to manage the ſacred Treaſury Y 
of the, Church. We read of Philip one of that 
Number, who, at the Diſperſion of the Diſciples = 
on Account of the Perſecution raiſed at Feruſalem, 
went down to Samaria, and baptized thoſe, whom 
by his powerful preaching, he had converted to 
the Faith: But the Holy Ghoſt was 
Acts, 6. afterwards conferred on them hy the 
laying on ofthe Hands of the Apoflles. 

So again we read of Barnabas and Saul, two A. 
poſiles, that ſome time after they had by their 
ſuccefsſul preaching brought over to ö 

Ads, 14. to the Faith any conſiderable um- 
23. ber of People, They ordained them ; 
Eld:rs in every Church. 

But my Buſineſs is not under this Head to give 
an Account of the firſt Settlement of Churches, 
but to ſhew only that the Supreme Power of Or- 
dering the Affairs thereof was veſted in the 4- 
Poſtles, and that none were ſet apart to the ſacred 

| Miniſtry, but by their Appointment, and Order, 
| which is ſo evident a Truth, that I need not fur- 
ther inſiſt upon it. | | 

| | What | have ſaid on the foregoing Particulars | 
was only deſign d to clear the Way for the Third, | 

on which the Hinge of this Controverſie doth | 
| 


A mainly Turn: i. e. Who ſucceeded the Apoſtles 
7 in the Government of the Church ; who were 
[| intruſted by them with tlie Power of Sending? 
| For though in the Commiſſion which the Apoſtles 
| received, ſomethings were extraordinary, and 
* 1 4 TS | therefors 


„ s 
therefore not neceſſary to be denied to their 
Succeſſors to the End of the World; ſuch as 
the Power of working Miracles, the infal- 
lable Guidance and Direction of the holy Spirit, 
together with the Authority they had over all 
Churches, yet the ordinary Powers with which 
they were inveſte , were of ſuch abſolute Neceſh - 
ty, that the Church conſider'd as a Society, could 
not be ſupported, nor the Ends for which it was 
inſtituted obtain'd, without the Continuance of 
thoſe Powers. The Church which was founded by 
our Lord, and enlarged by the indefatigable La- 


bour and Travels of his Apoſtles, was deſign'd to 


continue to the End of the World; for ſo it was 
promiſed on the generous Confeſ- LT 
ſſion of St. Peter, Upon this Rock Matt. 16. 18. 


will I build my Church, and the | 
Gates of Hell ſhall nor prevail againſt it. Since then 


it could not be continued ſo long under the perſo- 
nal Adminiſtration of the Ahle, muſt not others 


ſucceed them in the Office of Governing, as well 


as of performing other Acts of religions Worſhip? 
There is undoubtedly the ſame Reaſons for the 


Continuance oftheſe miniſterial Powers, as there 


was for the firſt Inſtitution of them. Here then 
the Queſtion is, who were intruſted with the Go= 
verning Power in the Church, and of Ordaining 
Miniſters into it 2 Theſe Powers, all muſt ac- 


knowledge, were lodged in the Apoſtles and ex- 


erciſed by them: But upon whom they were 


deriv'd ; whether they belong to mere Pre/byters, 


or to a Superiot Order, is the Matter in Debate 


B 2 bo- 
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betwixt us, and thoſe who diſſent from our 1 ſta- 
bliſhment. | 

In Order to have a fair Dec ion of this Con- 
troverſie, we ſhall conſider what Evidence we find 
of this Matter in Scripture, and what was the 
Judgment of the primitive Church about it. 
As to the former I have already obſerv'd, and 


it cannot fairly be denied, that the. ſupreme Au- 


thority of Ordering the Affairs ofthe Church and 


Ordaining Miniſters into it did belong to the Apo- 
files, and that the Biſhops properly ſo call'd did 
ſucceed them in that Power, ſeems very clear alſo, 
and if we take in the Senſe of the primitive Fa- 
thers, undeniable. I ſhall only premiſe this, be- 


fore [ enter on the main Argument. We cannot 
expect that inthe firſt Settlement of Churches all 


Things ſhould be regularly ordered, or that in ſo 
ſbort a Hiſtory of thoſe Times left us upon Re- 
cord, every Thing material and of Conſequence 
to decide this Controverſie ſhould be exactly re- 


lated. In ſome Churches it ſeems probable, that 


Prophets or gifted Men might and did exerciſe 
ſome Parts of the paſtoral Office under the ſupreme 


Direction of an Apoſle, as appears to be the Caſe 


of the Church of Corinth, when St. Paul writ 
his Epiſtle to them. The ſame may be faid of 
other Churches ; but. then the Senſe and Traditi- 
on of the Antients convey'd to us in their Writ- 


ing3 doth abundantly ſupply this Defe&, and afford 
us ſuch clear Evidence of the three eſtabliſh'd Or- 


ders of Miniſters, as cannot without the greateſt 
Abſurdity be denied. | T 
. 10 
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Orders of the Miniſtry i in the Church of Jeruſa- 


( 13 ) 
To proceed then to the main Buſi neſs in hand, 


we may obſerve, that as the Apoſtles aſter our S2. 


viour's Aſcention did for the moſt Part reſide a ve- 
ry conſiderable Time at Jeruſalem, ſo the firſt 
Chriſtian Church was formed there; we read of 
great Numbers converted to the Faith by the effi- 
cacious Sermons of St. Peter ; and 


3 Lord, through his preach- Atts 2. 37. 


ing and M racles, added to the r! 
Church daily ſuch as ſhould be ſav- 


ed. Now Fuſebius relates that the Care and Go- 


vernment of that Church. was with the Conſent 
of the Reſt of the Apoſtles, committed chizfly to 
James the Brother of our Lord, who for his emi- 
nent Vertue was call'd by the Antients „James the 


juſt, and that for this Reaſon he was accounted the 


firſt Bp. of Feruſalem. And as Deacons had before 


been ordained i in that Church, ſo we read alſo of 


Elders or Presbyters in the Eccleſi- ä 
ſtical Senſe of that Word. evident- As, 15. 23. 
ly diſtinguiſh'd from the Apoſtles | 
& Brethren; who in all probability were ordained: 
to that Office about the Time Sr. James was ap- 
pointed the fix d Apoſtle or Biſhop of that Church. 


It is not unlikely, 5 theſe Elders were ſome of 


the Seventy Diſciples, who as Clemens Alexan- 
drinus relates, received extraordinary Gifts of the 
Spirit by the Impoſition of the Hands of the Apo- 
ſtles. But however that matter is, it is plain be- 
yond Contradiction, that there were three diſtinct 


lemz 


Eee as e 
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(C143. | 
lem ;, and that Sr. Ther the fix'd Apoſtle or Biſh- 
op there, had the chief Authority in that Place. 
For we find, that when Sr. Paul and Barnabas 
came from Antioch to Jeruſalem to conſult with 
the Apoſtles and Elders about this important 


Queſtion, whether it was neceſſary that the Gen- 


tile Converts ſhould be circumciſed after the 
manner of the Jews, that Controverſie was con- 


cluded chiefly by the deciſive Vote 


AFs 15.19 of St, James, as having a ſuperior 

Authorrty i in that Church. This 1s 
an evident and inconteſtable Proof of what we 
contend for : And then this being the Mother 
Church, was without all Queſtion defign'd as a 
Pattern for the Reſt, ſo ſoon as they could regu- 
larly be eſtabliſh'd. 


The next Inſtance I ſhall mention is Timothy, 


who according to Euſebius, and the Teſtimony 


of the antient Fathers, had Apoſtolical Power 
conferr'd upon him, and was by Sr. Paul conſti- 


tuted Biſhop of Epheſus : And to confirm the 


Truth of what — aſſert, let us ſee what Evi- 
dence there is of this Matter of Fact in Scripture. 


St. Paul in his firſt Epiſtle directed to him gives 
him ſuch — as do neceſſarily imply that 


he was inveſted with Apoſtolical Power in Go- 


verning the Affairs of that Church, of which he 


was appointed Biſhop. He left 
1. Tim. 1. 3. bim at Epheſus for this Reaſon, 
that he might charge ſome, that 


they teach no other Doctrine. i. e That by the Au- 
thority 


Pn 
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the 
Widows, who in thoſe Times were employed 


2. 2, 

thority committed to him, he might take effectu- 
al Care to ſuppreſs all falſe and Hzretical Do- 
Arines, contrary to the form of Sound Words, he 
bad receiv'd. He exhorts and perſwades him to 
uſe all due Care and Diligence in Ordaining 
Presbyters and Deacons, and ſhews what Qualifi- 


cations are neceſſary to fit them 
for any Eccleſiaſtical Office or 1.Tim.2.3.7,6c. 
Dignit 2 The Maintenance of 


ergy, and electing and providing for 


in Miniſtring to the Saints, are 
committed to his Management. I. Tim. 5. 9. 11. 
He is directed in what manner, 


and with what Caution and prudence he ſhould 


procceed in Receiving Accuſations againſt Elders, 


who did not diſcharge their Office with Fidelity, 
or were guilty of any undecent 


or ſinful Irregularities. And in I Tim. 5. 19. 20. 
the next Verſe, he exhorts him in 


this Manner, Them chat fin rebuke before all, that | 


Others may fear ; which implys, that the Right of 


judging and cenſuring Offenders did belong to 
to his Office, 


From theſe and other Inſtances of like Nature, 
it is very plain,that all the Parts oftheApoſtolical 
Office was lodg'd in Timrthy, and exerciſed by 
him. He did not only preſide over the Church of 
us, and thereby provide that divine Worſhip 


rw Fo be duly and regularly adminiſtred, but -4 | 
ſo had a Right to exerciſe Juriſdiction over 


ders ; i. e. ndt thoſe who may be called ſo Ain 
| Regard to their. Age, but Elders or Presbyters i in 


the 
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the Eccleſiaſtical Uſe of the Word, who were in- 


truſted with the Care of Souls. For inthe 17th, 
Verſe of the forementioned Chapter he gives Di- 
rection to him about Elders that rule well, and 
who labour in the Word and Doctrine. And 
then Verſe 19th, Againſt an Elder receive not an 
Accuſation but before two or three Witneſſes. In 
ordinary Caſes two Witneſſes ſcem to be ſufficient, 
but here three are generally required, on Account 


of the Dignity of the Perſon, and the invidious 


Proſecutions, the faithful Diſcharge of his ur 
might probably expoſe him to. 

We may well ſuppoſe, that Presbyters were 
ſettled at Epheſus, long before Timothy was ſent 
thither with Epiſcopal Juriſdi&ion, to govern the 
Affairs of that Church ; for otherwiſe; why 
is he directed in what manner to proceed againſt 


them in Caſe they deſerv'd his Cenſure; and if 
not, to allow them a Maintenance in Proportion 
to their Work ? To confirm this, we may ob 
ſerve, that accoMAling to the judgment of the pre- 


ſent Biſhop of Worceſter, and Dr. Mills, two a- 
ble and judicious Criticks in Chronology, 
this firſt Epiſtle to Timothy was writin the Year 
of our 1800 64, or 65, four or five Years after 


St. Paul had fent for the Elders of 
Aﬀs, 20. 17. Epheſus to Miletus, when he kept 


his Viſitation there. 


If then mere Presbyters had Authority to or- 
dain, as is aſſerted hy our Author, and others of 


the Separation, what Neceſſity was there of ſend- 
ing Timothy to ordain Elders and Deacons in 


tent 


that Church > he reminds thoſe whom he had 


> 
1 
1 
| 


7 | | 
den for to 5 Mugs of the . 1 
and'tells them how ſtrictly they wenne o 
take heed unto themſelves, and to 
all the Flock over which. the Ho- Als 20. 36. 
ly Ghoſt had made them Over-- 
ſeers; but if theſe Elders had Power 60 — — 
= VU tis eſted by our Author, becauſe the Word 
4 rendred ir in the Bu liſb, 3 is in the Origi - 
mal newer, Bilbops, it may ſeem: very ſtrange. 
that the Apoſtles gives them no Directions about 
that matter, which certainly was of the laſt Con 
ſequence to the Eſtabliſhment of the Church. 
Peace, and the Edification of private Chriſtians in 
tit. When he ſent Timothy with ſpiritual Juriſdi · 
ction over the Affairs of the Church, and with 
Power to ordain Elders, we ſee how full his In-; 
ſtructions are to that Purpoſe. And can we bes 
lueeve that the ſame Apoſtle would ſay nothing 
Z , of this — — Epbeſus, when he 
ſent for them with no other than to re- 
mind chem of the Diſcharge of their Duty in te 
ſeveral Parts of their Office ? He charges them in- 
deed to take heed to themſelves, and to all the 
Flock over which the holy Ghoſt had made em 
Ouverſeers, but not a Word is mention d of any Ju- _ 
riſdiction they had over thoſe of the CRN, a 
we find . expreſſy had. a 
HFlere then is a full Proof, that 2 Was N 
inveſted by the Apoſtle St. Paul with 5 
to govern thi Church of Epbeſus, and ord 
Perſons to the Miniſterial Function ; * mere. 
©, 'Presbyters, or the ſecond Order of Church Offi- 


| 
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che to them ʒ for then what Gbr Bone 


tere of ſending Timothy to order thoſe Affairs, 


when Elders de ſettled in that Place before > 
What the Author of the Pamphlet objects a- 


gainſt this Inſtance is of ſo little Moment, that i. f 


ſcarce deſerves notice. 
Firſt he ſuggeſts, that Timothy is never in Seri 

ture called a Biſhop +. But what then? Can * 

deny that he exerciſed that Authority in Govern- 
ing the Church of Fphefes, and ordaining Elders, 
which was firſt veſted im the Apoſtles, and trans- 
ferr'd to thoſe only who esc them! in the 
Adminiſtration of that Power? For it is the Pow- 
er not the Name we contend for Euſebius who 
takes his Memoirs from antient Hiſtory, ſays, 
that according to the Judgment of the primitive 
Writers, he was conſtituted. Biſhop' of Epheſus by 
Sr. Paul; and it is evident from Scripture, that 
the Wer belonging to Biſhops, when that Name 


came to be appropriated to the Succeſſors of the 


* was fully veſted i in him aud exerciſed 
y him. 

It is further objefed by our Author that Tims- 
757 was not fix d at Epheſus, and conftantly Re- 


ſidem there. Allowing thisto be true. what would 


he infer from hence? Muſt a Biſhop quit his ſpi- 


ritual Authority and Juriſdiction, whenver he re- 


moves out of his Dioceſe 2 Did not the Biſhops 


of the primitive Church frequently leave their 


own Diqceſes, when the urgent Affairs of the 
Citurch required their Preſence in Councils, con- 


vened | 
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vened for regulating the Affairs belonging toit 2 
And. do not our Biſhops remove from their Dios 


ceſes at ſuch [imes as their Attendance in Parli- 


be thought inconſiſtent with the Charge they 


ament, or in Convocation is neceſſar 2 Can this 


have receiv'd, or look d upon as a Forfeiture of 
their ſpiritual Authority over their on Diſtricts 


and Provinces? If not, why might not Timat hy 


be employed in ſome important Affairs of the 
Church on preſſing and urgent Occafions, though 


out of his proper ſuriſdiction, and yet retain lug 


Epiſcopal Authority over his own Dioceſe 2 *** 
Again, he ſuggeſts that Timothy was ordained to 
this Office by Presbyters*, This Aſſertion he 


grounds on the Words af the A- . 


poſtle, Naegleck not the Gift that is 1. Tim. . 14. 
in thee, mbich was given thee ß * 


Propheſy, with the laying on of the Hands of th 
_ Presbytery. But if we compare this Text with that 


ofthe 2. Tim.1.6. This Objection will appear to 
be of no Force. The words are theſe ; Wherefore 
T pu: thee in Remembrance, that thou flir up the 
Ge of God which is in thee, by the putting on of 
my Hands. It is plain, chat this Advice is given by 


-theApoſtles on the ſame Occaſion,and to the ſame 


purpoſe with the other; and therefore muſt in 


all Reaſon refer to the ſame particular Fact. In 


the one, He exborts bim not to negle# the Gift 


kbar is in him; in the other, 0 ffir it up, which 
imports the ſame Thing. And then as in the 
Text firſt quoted, he is bog to have receive this 


*, :-9Gift, 
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Gift; by he: ion of, Hands of the Prechyteth, | 
. 
ift by the laying on of the [© of the . Apoſtie. 
| Ah then that can be inferred from theſe Words 
is that the Preſbytery join'd with St. Paul in lays 
ing their Hands on Timothy, when he was ap- 
2 pointed to this Office, as is the Practice of our 
4 Church. And yet our Author, (for what other 
Reaſon I know not, but to ſerve a deſperate 
Cauſe,) would ſeem to ſuggeſt that Timothy re- 
ceived his Ordination from Prefbyters, and that 
the laying on of the Hands of the Apoſtle was to 
impart to him ſpiritual Gifts and Graces, He ur- 
3 ges indeed the ſeventh Verſe in Favour of this 
. Senſe. For God hath not given us the Spirit 
Fear, but of Power and Love, und of a ſom 
6 Mind. But when St. Paul was exciting him to 
fulfil the Deſign of his Ordination, how proper 
was it to mention divine Aſſiſtance, by which he 
was encourag d to proceed, and not to be aſham- 
eld of the Teſtimony of the Lord, nor afraid to be 
a Partaker of the Afflictions of the Goſpel. Calvin 
of a quite different Opinion from our Author, 
For theſe are his Words, I am of Opimon that 
* Timothy was ordain'd by the Impoſition of 
© the Hands of the Apoſtle. and what is ſaid in 
* the former Epiſtle of the laying on of the Hands 
© of the Presbytery, Ido not take in that Senſe, as 
© if Paul ſpoke of the College of Elders, but by | 
this Name Iunderftand Ordination it ſelf ; as 1 
be had ſaid, take care that the Grace which 
thou didſt receive by the Impoſition of Hands, 
* when I made thee a Presbyter, be not beſtowed 
I 5 5 * on 
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8 
in wain. To whith Won im 
de ſubjoin d thoſe 'of Eb, Ben 
hy rells ths. Reader that Origrn was not 
ordained,” and when he mentions his 'Ordinjat 
to that facred Office by the — * = tor tas 48 
ThnsCulels yripdlovias Wl r ru Tamer ji tt non, 
dum Prezbyter ordinatus, ſays hi 2 Hy. 

EH. l. G 1g. F. 224 FlecsBuTeg's iro evtas the 
| Katoapeia Tg; 40) nde Friend ren 'ayaxa net, 16, 
C. 23. "OA "nt | 
There: is but one Thing mote objected 4 againſt 
this Inſtance by our Author, and that is, that = Th 
mothy being an Evangeliſt, he thinks it a Dimi- 
nution to the Dignity of his Order to be made 
a Biſhop. This I muſt own is very ſarprizing. He 
would have done well to have told us firſt, _ 
wherein preciſely the Acts of an Evangelift aid 
conſiſt, and nd what Office of Power and Knthory , 
: thoſe ofthat Order were commiſſion'd to exerciſe 
in the Church. Philip was a Deacon and Evange 
Iſt, and we read that he baptized thoſe whom Ne | 
had converted to the Faith i Samaria: But then 
two of the Apoſtles were deputed fromehe reſto 
the College to finiſh what he kad af", 
begun, that by thelaying on of Adi, 6 
their Hands, they might receive 2 
the holy Ghoſt. He will ſure allow them to be of | 
an Order inferior to the Apoſtles ; for they gene-. 
rally attended on them, and miniſtred to them. If 
then the antient Fathers of the Church ſcruple nat 
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55 n | 
em, and St. Peter and St. Paul of Rome, can it 
x thought a Derogation from the Dignity of an 
Evangeliſt to be made a Biſhop ? For we find 
"them -mention'd in Scripture after the Apoſtles 
and Prophets, Fpb. 4. 11. ts Land zoe 
Evangeliſts have been thought, Men commiſſi- 
'on'd by the Apoſtles to preach the Goſpel to 
them, who liad not receiv'd it. E 
And what Inconſiſtency is theze in affirming 
that ſuch Men might alſo be Biſhops, Prieſts or 
Deacons ? St. Paul's Rules to Timothy concerning 
the Exerciſe of his Epiſcopal office amongChriſſi- 
ans, did not hinder him from performing the E- 
vangeliſt's Office with reſpect to Men who had not 
receivd the Goſpel. He might watch in all things, 
doing the work of an Evangeliſt totheſe, and mak- 
Biba Proof of his Miniſtry with Rega«d to thoſe. 


. 


Y 


Euſetius {peaks of many Evangeliſts about the 
Time of Commodrs's Reign, TMs is *ayyihiclas J 


Xs. One of which was Pantenys, who 


went as far as India to preach the Chriſtian 
Faith, but he never as I think arriv'd at the E- 
piſcopal Dignity *, or 

* Notwithſtanding then what our Author has 
aſſerted to the contrary, Timothy had Apoſtoli- 
cal Power committed to him in the Church of 


Epheſus, which Power he exerciſe), in ordaining 


Eiders, and regulating all Affairs properly belong 


ing to his Juriſdiction, and conſequently was Biſh- 


op there, as that Name implys the firſt Order of | 


C 


Miniſteis in the Church. 


n 
—³ ͤ ëAoõ¶y— — — — 


* eee Ray — —— ——— 
| * Zul. His. Eccl. J. 5. C. 10. P. 175. , — 5 vt 1 


*. 
- 2 0 1 8 r 
* . "IZA == > i C . be ” x 4A Vo AB 7 2 * 1 
i * 8 . 3 >. x” 
yy 2 . n 2 rr — ; 


He commands him to exhorc and rebuke with all | 


* 


5 The "next Iiltiic (p09 produce i is that of 
Titus, who according to the general Senſe of 
the Fathers an! primitive Writers, is call'd the 
Biſhop of Crete. 

His Zurildiction extended o er that whole Iſland, 
and as St. Paul had firſt planted the Ghee 
Faith, and formed 2a Church there, ſo he tells 
Titus; for this Cauſe left I thes in 
Crete, that thou fhouldft ſet in Or- Tie, 1. 
der the things that are wanting, TH 
and ordain Elders in every City, as 1 had appoint- 
ed thee. Afterwards he informs him what Quali- 
fications were neceſſary for' thoſe who ſhould be 
ordained to any Eccleiiaftical Office, how care- 
fal he ought to be ofhis own Behaviour, and of 


k the Doctrine he taught, and how diligent and 
faithful in adminiſtring the Aff irs of that © Church, 


the Care whereof was chiefly committed to him. 


"Authority, and take care that no 


Man 4000 bim. And Chapter Tis, 2.15. 
the 34, Verſe 107th. He directs | 
him in what manner to proceed againſt thoſe Per- 


ſons, who ſought by their Artifices to corrupt the 


holy Doctrines of the Goſpel, or make Innovati- 
ons in Religion. A Man, ( ſaith he) that is an He- 
retick after the fir(t and ſecond Admonition reject. 


So that we find Titas inveſted with Apoſtoli- 


cal Authority over the whole Iſland of Crete, 


and had a Commiſſion not only to ordain Elders, 


but alſo to exerciſe ſuch other Ads of Goverti- 
ment and Diſcipline, as were neceſſary for regulat- 


0 wg thoſe Dienen hihi not ſpeedily redreſs d, 
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ight er danger the Þ 83 
| Salvation of thoſs-who were in it. Our Author 
has nothipg to object againſt this Inſtance; but 
E what hath been fully anfwerd? in che laſt. 
The laſt lnſtance I ſhall mention is that of the 
= Angels of the ſeven Churches of Aha, to whom 
„Stb, Jahn writes his Revelation. This will afford 
V us another Scriptural Proof of what we contend 
for. That the Angels oftheſe Churches were 
ſingle Perſons . denied. ſce-Rev. 2. And 
that tke ſupreme Power of governing their ſeveral 
Churches, and regulating all Affairs belonging to 
1 em was committed to their ment and care, 
= is evident from the Appellation given to em, as they 
Are called Angels, the ſame in Signification -with 
Apoſtles, and implys not only their Miſſion, hut 
. 75 Dignity of their Station in the Church alſo; St. 
hy therefore charges them with the Blame of 
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Churches, as well as commends them in what 
they. had done for Preſervation of Order and 
Diſcipline among them. Now with what Juſtice or 


| — preme Management /and- Piece of Affairs in 
| their ſeveral Diſtricts? Thus he blameth the An- 
* gel af the Church of Pergamos; becauſe he did 
no xeje& thoſe that held "the Doctrine of * 
Rev. "i ending Black oor len 

3 2 14 10 re the Chi 

Us 775 Iſrael, to eat things ſacriſiced un- 
fo Tots. and to commit Fornication Ard Verſe 
the twentieth he reproveth the Angel of the 
ern of Thiztire intheſe Words, * 


Joy Diforders, which had crept into their, 1 


Equity could "Gy dothis, unleſs they had the: ſu-, 
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o the; contra n 
| of M Miniſters di mee the Apoſtles in the 65 
vernment of the Church, 
of Ordaining Preſbyters and D Jeacons 
intending them. 97 . 
Before Lanſwer ſome ſlight Objsctionsof 2 
thor trom Serig ue, vhich have not yet had a pro- 
per Occaſion to 9 Tall Proceed to ſhew. 
ts Judgment of A neiquity on this Lau: 95 
web have the matter in a direct View before y 
ore clearly diſcern on Which fide 76 — 
Queſt on the Evidence lyes. And here the Wit- 
0 55 A give Teſtimony to this Truth, are 


aud ſo honourable ; that even the C. 


| 50 ** ede it ſelf, as it is derived to us 
from Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, cannot el — 
bliſh*d upon more ſolid and convincing Pr 

This Point hath been hand led ſo fully and Ne 
edly by many eminent Divines of our own Church, 


that I ſhall not heapup Inſtances, but "ts my a 


ſelf to the firſt Ages of Chriſtiani 1 
We learn from ; Clemens ee. 1e is. 
quoted by Euſebius, that Sr. John 5 his Re- 
turn from Baniſhment, came to Epbeſus, hz 
the Requeſt of the Chriſtians there, went to the 


A Provi — and appointed Biſhops, 
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had the ſole Power. 
and Super- 
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"of the Roman Church, Foun mo thoſe, twa.z 
* glorious' Apoſtles, St, Peter and 8 c, Paul. "And; 4 

ſo beginning the Succeſſion with. Lame, he ob 
tinues it down to Hutheriut, who then preſide 
in that Church. Not long after thi 15 he informs 
us, that Polycarp, who hat been jnſtructed by the. n 
Apoſtles, and familiarly converſant with many; 
who had feen our Lord, was a fo conſlituted 
Biſhop of the Church of Smyrna by the Ap * 
tles. St. Ignatius ſucceeded FW in oy R 
piſcopal See of Autigc h, and govern'd that ( Hure! 
with wonderful Prudence and Conduct. W have 
Seven of his Epiſtles Extant, ſome Fragments 
whereof Puſchius hath tranſcribed into his, Hiſ- 
tory, and which are, mention'd alſo by Poe 
in his Epiſtle to the Phzlippians. In thoſe Epiſtles 
there ate ſuch clear and evident Proofs of; the. 
ihres diltinct Orders of Church Officers, that 
thoſe of the contrary Perſwaſion, know not x how. 8 


B 1 hl elther. 


5 
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anſwver the Evidence. . 

from Mea 5 by aſſorting that * 

ſput lo B 15 e weak * graund leſs Obj ions 
ok thife MA ve been unanſwerably confmed 
by the Kearted Dr. Hammond, ond, Bi ſhop Pear and 
other eminent Divines. Thave before produc 
Teſtitrony from. his Epiſtle to the Smyrneans, 

and indicates it from the falſe Gloſs our "Author 
have put upon it in favour of his own 

uſe: In his; Epiſt! e to the Epheſians he makes 
an frourdbje 1 mention of 000 mu their Biſhop, 

of a rus their [Deacon ; and then exhorts them 


enge gene, K 


one 


4 tobe Subject to the Biſhop and the Presbytery. * 


In that to the. Magnefians he ſpeaks of Damas their 
"Biſhop, of Baſſwe and Apollonius their Preſhyters, 
and of Sorion their Deacon. In that tothe. Phi- 
rh pbians,” he exhorts them to give ear tathe.. 
115 to the Preſbytery and Deacons. And 
— 1 ng after Tarr hike remarkable. 
Teige, 170 eie Aeqly worm (1s, Do nothing hee. 
4 | Jour 2 op, Na your Fleſh as the Temple of God, 
8 7 tons e Be ye followers of 
\& fc 4 be alſo was of the Father. | 
| Epiftle to the Trallians. he makes ment! 
bit their. Biſh op, and afterwards b 4 theſe 
Vords. * When y ye are Subject to your, Buder. 
you ſeem to live not according to Men, b ut ac. 
1 cording to Jeſus Chriſt, And having ly cs d 
e the three ſeveral Orders of Biſhaps, Prieſts. 
and Deatons, he. hath this remarkab -Paſlage;, 


x o i n vgn & A by ene fe there 
can he wo Churches. 1 Suech 


Rur! 


7 Ep. 70 rer. a 
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wards Thrbuſes being — —ͤ— 


to ſeveral Churches of other Cbunerys aril Ce 
In one oftheſe Bpiſties to the {thaw nme;/) henne 


vn r becunſe 2 bake 
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4 29 5 
Fuych was the Lamuage of tts Primmtvyr Bühm 
op, and aner, whi6.flotaiſhedsln che Lear ror | \ 
fromthe Nativity of aur Saviour Amt how! - % 
we-defige. more clear and full Etifence Tor tha 
roof of that we contend for, chat Hiſhops dick 5 
ſucched the Apoſtles in ile Govetnmem of the 
Church aud that the So OrdemegFrspras zun ( 
 » Deacons. were inferior to them, aud Subjects 
- their Authority 2 He always ſpeaks of the Biſſa- þ 
op as the Center of Unity, ank that to fepemte | 
from him, is to break err Gen 
whole Church. 10 1 ; 01 
Tha next Author Lhatl wemion is Higefp- 
pus, WhO ae Huſeiius relates; in his Voyage to 
Noms ha d eonverſed with many: Biſhops, and hrub 
Heard one and the ſame Doctrine from them all. 
Hermakes mention of Primus: Biſhop of Curlurb, 


and of Anicetus Biſhop of Rome. And giving 
an/Accdunt- ofthe tile: of Hereſies, he ſaich, that 


Synbun the Son of Cle pa: ſucceeded "James the 
juſt in che Church of Feruſalem and that after» 


mad x Hiſhop, — d by ferret Arts to vti- 
ate and deflour the Church, which till them had 
continued a pure Virgin. The ſame Authoratſo 
fpeaks | Ing Riſhop of Curintb, H (did 
Don cenfne his . to chis wm Durch; 
dut alſo writ Catholic i Epifiles;1 and {Iravthbna 
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manner abandain'dithe Faith from the Time that” 
Publins their Biſhop liad ſuffered Mart: in 
the Perſecution, * raiſed. againſt the Church in 
thoſe Days. He fpeaks allo of Quadratur, who 
after the — of Publius, was made Biſhop 
of Athens, and by his Diligence and Care had re- 
cover d them to their former Faith. * The ſame 
Author relates, that Dyoniſus the Areopagite, 
who was converted to the Faith by St. Paul, (as 
is recorded in the AG, of the Apoſtles aS ap- 


pointed the firſt Biſhop of the Church of Athent. 


In his Epiſtle to the Church of Gortyna, and the 
other Churches of Crete, he gives an honourable 
Character of Philip their Biſhop. In his Epiſtle to 


the Church of the Amaſtrians, and the other 


of Pontus, he mentions Palma their Biſhop, and 


in that to the Gnoſſians he ſpeaks of ga their 


Biſhop. 7 
Theſe are very early Teſtimonies, that/this 


Form of Government by Biſhops was Eſtabliſh- 


ed in all Churches. I had intimated before that 
Titus was conſtituted Biſhop of Crete by St. Paul, 
and we learn from this Author, that in "his Time 


the ſame Government was continued in ba 8 


Chu rch. 


And as Timothy was Biſkiop of Eph, Us, 4 in 
theſe Times Evſebius informs us, that Polyerates 


had the Government of that Church committed 


to him. This Polycrates in his Epiftle to Viftor 
then Biſhop of Rome, concerning the famous con- 
ans about the Time of its — 


3 


Ful. 5 p. 143. tib. c. 23. „ P. 044 + | 


Euſ. Hiſ. Fee. ** 0. 22. P. 190. 


CoM) _ 

makes. mention alſo of ſeveral Biſhops of: 
who were then departed this Life; * || * 

Ihave confin'd /my; ſelf in che Teflimonies'? 
7 have: oduced to thoſe chiefly. who liv'd in the 

all a> Century, and can anſwer for the Truth 
of them. It would be eaſie to lay before you a: 
bundance of Proofs of thoſe who writ in the 
Third and Fourth ; as from Tertullian Clement 
Alexandrintus, St. Cyprian and others. But - this 
Hr ument hath been fo fully and learnedly hand 
y ſeveral eminent Divines of our own Church, 
IEP by Dr. Potter, that it would be need - 
to add any Thing more. Only. give me leave 


Fs 


to pk notice " the firſt of thoſe Canons, which 
are called, Apoſtolical ; in which-the Ordination 


of a. Biſhop is diſtinguiſh'd from that of a Preſby- 
ter. For i "7 is determined. that a - Biſhop ſhall be 


® ordained by two or three Bilbops, and a Preſby- 


ter by one Biſhop. r urs, errichte nrun Xitgo« 

Jovei Cos n rei TlessBuls uns dec riet Nu.) 

$ Concerning theſe Canons Mr. . hiſlon indeed ſays, 

| they are really Apoſtolical, and were qwned ay 
| Whit 71 the om by 1 of 8 
(Whiſton hſſay on the 3, wt 
And Twrrianus 85 others had affirm” d bef hoon 

im th they are ſtrictiy Speaking Apaſtalical : | 

Wn, n_ offers his Reaſons to the — . 

[Ee V. 1. P. 13 pane ſays he, it ought. - 

be e Nd 5 eertain, that the N ary anti- 

x, Therefore they ; have ways mud - 

a by the Gieaks, as e great "> | 


7 we 
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the ee ee e dare Saas 


Umar they were weirren by the" Agedties vr Gre at- 
ef: by this ies (lemon: Vet ke dente pt mr 


chey were widr V pegel Men! in the at- 
Goes _ ont, andbeginnins of tüte ch 


X > rok Onamqnam enim & el 45 7 9] - ; 
folly dier 4 


e Api 
vel Clementi tan 
nmenſi Herne, ef non aufen; dN 
then Aubin hin Uni, Miftoticis oc Pena. 
ou dolalente.'et insunte "Terfi0''w Chriſti Notivirats 
Feb eie „ae io ue, "Bey 
8 Fredic: de Cota Apoſ. Se. f. P. 43 31. V. 42 


e and: obferves 'thatithiy Cann, which 
reqtiifes 6 mort than fliree Binopsat 1 
ron df a Bilbop; | was Umber fall 75 
in mne Chriſtian Charch. N Om omnes Fri Jeff 
phi —— hſerotrunt! Bev: Anm. 
Es 432, J. f. Pat. A This, 
Ieh e ting 
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c 
20 pon, js that tlie for bf * Government by 
| Brbops, as Jüperior to nere ee e e 
Flite been eng for, did not con 
che latter EH bf the third, or the bez f 
che fourth Century. Now upon this Suppoſiti- 
on, L Would fain know, how they. 1 
the 


=. "5 OS”. Mt 
the Teſtimonies I have produced from Euſebiuss 


who in his Writings preſerv'd many Fragments of 
antient Authors, from whence theſe Evidences 


are taken. Theſe very Fathers, to whoſe Writ- 
ings we appeal far the Proof of Epiſcopacy, as a 


diſtin& and Superior Order to that of Preſbyters 


and Deacans, are they that give Teſtimony to 
the Canon of Scripture. as received by us : And 
we may with as much Reaſon reje& their Evi- 
dence in one Inſtance, as in the other. It is not 


poſſible to believe, that they could be miſtaken in 


a matter of this Nature, and it would be ver 


q at leaſt to the Memory of theſe holy 


en, who many of them ſuffer'd Martyrdom for 


the Faith of Chriſt, to believe that they would 
knowingly and wilfully deceive others. But then 
ſuppoſing we could againſt all Reaſon, ſwallow 
down this monſtrous Abſurdity ; yet how is it 
poſſible to conceive that ſuch an Innovation in 
the Government of the Church, as theſe Men 
ſuppoſe, could ſo far prevail, as to have a pu- 


or noiſe made about it? Could it ſteal ſilently 


into the Church, and no Body be aware of it? 


This could not be done by mutual Agreement 


and Conſent, becauſe in thoſe early Times no 


general Counſels could be conven'd, by Reafon 


Chriſtian World, and yet we find from the Au- 
thorities I have quoted, that all Churches how- 


in the ſame Form. of Government by Biſhops. If 
this was at firſt an Encroachment on the - Ori- 
E ginal 


blick and univerſal Eſtabliſhment, and no tumuit 


of the grievous Perſecutions that then infeſted the 


— 


ever diſtant from each other, agreed unanimouſly | 


— No | — . ̃ D 
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ginal Right of Pre{byters, and a general Impoſiti- 
on on the People, how happens it, that no Hiſto- 


ry affords us an Inſtance of any Quartel or Unea- 


ſineſs about it ? ls it uſualwith Men to part fo ea- 
fily with their Priviledges, and tamely ſubmit to 


thoſe, who induſtriouſly ſeek to invade them? 


Could this ſo univerſal Change be effected with- 
out ſome violent Strugles and Conteſts about it? 
How is it then that we have no Account of this 
Matter in any antient or authentick Record? We 


read indeed of ſome, who have raiſed Diſturban- 
ces in the Church, and commenced Authors of 
Hereſie and Schiſm, becauſe they were diſappoint- 


ed in their ambitious Deſigns of advancing them- 
ſelves to the Epiſcopal Dignity 3 but we read of 


none in thoſe Days, who oppoſed the Orderit ſelf, 


or quarel'd with it on Account of its Novel or 
clandeſtine Eſtabliſhment in the Church. The 
firſt, we have any Account of that did this, was 
Aerius, who li A in the fourth Century He fail- 
ed in his Deſigus of being made a Biſhop, and for 
that reaſon quarrell'd with the Order, and endea- 
vour'd to advance Preſbyters to equal Power and 
Authority with Biſhops. But as Epiphanius ſays, he 
was condemned for a Heretick in ſo doing. . 
I wonder then with what Aſſurance our Author 
can pretend to prove the lawfulneſs of Ordination 
by mere Preſbyters either from Scripture or Anti- 


quit y, when the Current of both are directly and 


Poſitively againſt him. He produces but one In- 


ſtance from Scripture, beſides that of Timothy 


which I have already fully anſwer'd ; and that is 
in the Acts of the Apoſtles, Chap. 13. 1, 2, 3, 5. 


Now 


(35 


Now there were in the Church that way at An- 
tioch certain Prophets and Teachers. as they mini- 


flred tothe Lird, and faſted, the Holy Ghoſt ſaid, 
ſeperate me Barnabas and Sau! for the Work where- 


unto I have called them. And when they had fa{t- 
ed andprayed, ind lay d their Hands on them, tbeß 


$ ſent them away, He ſuppoſeth theſe Prophets | 


and Teachers to be mere Preſby ters, and that 
their laying on of their Hands on Barnabas and 
Saul was ordaining them. But to what Office 
were they ordain'd 2 He owns that they were 
Miniſters of the Church before this,* What Ne- 
ceſſity then of their being ordained again? Or 
how is it conſiſtent with the Character and Dig- 
nity of an Apoſtle properly fo calF4. as St Paul 
undoubtedly was, to be ordained of Men? Doth 
he not aſſert his own Authority in ſuch Words, 
as plainly contradict what our Author here aſſerts? 
Paul an Apoſtle, not of Men, neit 8] 

G 


by Man, but by Feſus Chriſt, an 
God the Father who raiſed him from 

the Dead. This then was not a Miſſion to thy 
Apoſtolical Office, tor St. Paul was at leaſt nine 


Y Years before immediately called to it by God, and 


ſent to exerciſe it by ſeſus Chriſt, This Separa- 
tion and Miſſion therefore of them was only by 
Way of Prayer and Benediction for the Succeſs of 
their Miniſtry among the Gentiles, to which im- 
portant Work God had then called them. 80 
that theſe Words make nothing at all to the Pure 
poſe for which they are produc'd. Nay granting 
that St. Paul and Barnabas were now ordained ;, . 
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they were not ſo without laying on of th 
Hands of the Prophets ; and Prophets are 
placed before Evangeliſts, (Epb. 4. Tr. and h- 
vangeliſts are ſpoken of by our Author, (P. 23.) 
as an Order Superior to Biſhops ; how then is 
the Power of mere Preſbyters to ordain prov'd 
from this Inſtance ? Not here to infiſt upon it, 


that they who were called Texchers in thoſe J 


Days ſhould be prov'd to be the ſame with ordi- 


nary Preſbyters. See Whit. on the 1. Corin. 12. 


28. Eph. 4. 11. 
As to Antiquity he does in a manner quit that 


| Pha, and ſeems to ſay ſomething rather to juſtiſie 


the Title of his Book, and amuze the unwary Reader, 


than that he can be thought in his own private 
judgment to lay any great ſtreſs upon the Evidence 
he produceth. The two Authors hie quotes for 


this Purpoſe are St. Jerom, and ut ir bius. The 
former liv'd in the fifth, and the other in the 
Tenth Century. Theſe ſure cannot ſtand in Com- 


petition with the Witneſſes | have produced, who 


living near to the Apoſtles Time, and ſome of 
them converſant with them, could not but be bet- 
ter inſtructed as to that Form of Government e- 
ſtabliſh'd in the Church by their Authority. But 
however let us hear what they ſay. The former, 
St. Jerom, from the promiſcuous Uſe of the 
Name of Biſhops and Preſbyters in Scripture, 
ſeems to be of Opinion, that at firſt their Office 
and Authority was the ſame. And that afterwards 


when Diviſions happen'd in the Church on this 


Account, to provide a Remedy for this, one was 
= ))) 
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their Ordaining them. Eutjghius indeed ſays, - 
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choſen, who ſhould preſide over the Reſt, and 


have the ſupreme Direction of Affairs. This he 
favs was done when Conteſts happen'd in the 
Church on Account of their Teachers, one fay- 
ins, Lam of Paul, and another, I am of Apolles, 
and a third, I am of Czphas. ¶he Argument on 
which this Opinion is founded And which our Au- 
thor much inſiſts on, I hope fully to anſwer before 


I leave thisSubjeR,and then if the Foundation be 
wrong, the Conclufion drawn from it cannot 


hold. St. Ferom delivers this as his own Conjecture, 


but produceth no Authority to ſupport it: And 
T Fſure i cannot weigh with any ingenuous diſin- 


tereſt Perſon againſt ſuch a Number of Credible 
Witneſſes, who liv'd in the firſt Ages of the 
Church. Butthe ſame Author in the very ſame 
Epiſtle to Evagrius, wherein he aſſerts all this, calls 


the Diſtinction of Biſhops, Preſbyters, and Dea- 
cons an Apoſtolical Tradition. Nay, he ſays, that 
none but Bithops have Authority to ordain, But 


this was not for our Author's Purpoſe to mention. 


From St. Ferom, he ; nam} ſomething more, 


and that is this, viz. That from the Time of 

Mark the Evangeliſt unto Heraclas and Dyonifi- 
us the Biſhops, the Preſbvters of the Church of 
Alexandria choſe one of their Number, who be- 
ing placed in a-ligher Station, they called their 
Biſhop.* But what is this to the Purpoſe? He 
fays indeed, that the Biſhop was choſen and no- 
mmated by the Preſbyters, but not a Word of 


BE: that 


2 
* * 


* Author of the Pamphler, P. 32, 


38 ) 


that chaſe Preſbyters laid their Hands on 13 


whom they choſe for their Biſhop. But there is 


no Creditto be given to this Author, who, as 1 
obſer v d before, Iiv'd in the Tenth Century, and 


is at the beſt dut a mere Trifler, and relates ma- 


ny Things in his Hiſtory contrary to plain mat- 
ter of Fact declar 
very Times they were tranſacted. 


1 come now to the fourth and laſt general "I 


by thoſe, who lived in the 


Head of Diſcourſe propoſed from the Words, to 


anſwer ſome Objections, I have not yet had a pro- 
per Occaſion to take Notice of. 


The firſt of theſe is from the procaiſcous Uſe 


of the Word Biſhop and Preſbyter in Scripture, 


and other Authors.“ 

This is a popuhr Argument, and for that 
Reaſon may help to deceive unwary and preju- 
dic'd Perſons, but I hope to prove convincingly, 
that there is no Weight in it. 


Under the ſecond Head of Diſcourſe from the ; 
Words of my Text, I have already clearly prov'd 


that the "36 th of Church Government, and Or- 
daining Miniſters, was by our bleſſed Lord veſt- 


ed in * Apoſtles, and exerciſed by them. Now 


the Queſtion 1s who ſucceeded them in the Ad- 
miniſtration of that Power? who were deputed 


by them to act with Authority in the Church, 


= to direct the Affairs belonging to it, without 
which neither the Succeſſion, nor the Order, Peace 


and Diſcipline of it could he preſerv'd. Mr. Bax- 


Fer, (to whoſe Judgment I ſuppoſe our Author 
and 
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and thoſe of the Separation pay. ſome Deference 
at leaſt,) ſeems to have had a Right Notion of 
this Matter. Theſe are his Words. They [the 
9 5 the Iſle of Wight] ſcem not to me 
to have anſwer d ſatisfactorily to the main Argu- 
ment feich'd fromthe Apoſtles s own Government 
* with which Saravia had inclined me to ſome F= . 
* piſcopacy before. Tho' Miracles and Infallibiluy i 
were Apoſtolical Temporary Priviledges, yet 
| © Church Government is an ordinary Thing to be 
* continued ;, aud therefore as the Apoſtles had 3 
* Succeſſors as they were Teachers, I ſee not but - 
* they muſt have Succeſſors, as Church Gover 
* nors *. This is the true State of the Queſtion, 
Allowing then the Truth of what our Author 
aſſerteth, that Biſhops and Preſbyters are uſed 
promiſcuouſly in the Scripture ; for thoſe who 
were of the firſt or ſecond order of Miniſters in 
the Church, yet the Power of Governing and 
- Ordaining muſt be lodg'd ſome where, and thoſe 
who are intruſted with it, we mult allow to be 
the Succeſſors of the Apoſtles, call them by which 
ofthe Names you pleaſe, and to have the ſupreme 
Direction of Eccleſiaſtical Affairs. 5 
I he peculiar Orders of the Miniſtry are not 
always diſtinguiſh'd in Scripture by their appro- 
priate Names ; but we cannot infer from thence, _ 
that they were equal in the Power and Authority 
committed to them. Our bleſſed Lord himſelf, 
the Founder of the Church, and of all ſpiritual 
Authority is ſtiled in Scripture the Apoſtle 38 ; 
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Heb. : 725 Y ay (5 vide the Deacon of 
Rom. 15. 8. Miniſter of the Circumciſion for 
7 the Truth of God. But can we 
jaſiy⸗ argue from hence, that his Authority in the 
Church was no other than that of an ordinary 
Apoſtle and Deacon? Surely we muſt acknow- 
ledge, that the Miniſters of the Goſpel Diſpenſati- 
on were all inferior to him ; for [ory they de- 
nved their Miſſion and Authority from him. 
Thus alfo St. Paul frequently ſtiles himſelf 
12 a Deacon or Miniſter. See Colos, 1. 25. 


High- Prieſt of our Frofeſſion 40 4 


And in the 1. Cor. 3. 5. We have theſe. Words - 


Whois Paul, and who i 3 but [Siazovor] 


Deacons or Miniſters by e believed > Now 
according to our. Auen ay of arguing, A- 


le and Deacon muſt be the "ur "Office. 
auſe they are promiſcuouſly uſed and applyed 


to the ſame Perſon. If therefore the Conclufon 


will not hold in this Inſtance, why. ſhould it be 


thought to do ſo in the other ?. By this Method 
of Reaſoning we ſhould ſoon pervert the true 
Notion of Things, and inſtead of clear and diſtinct 
; Ideas, have nothing but Confuſion and Diſorder 
in our Thoughts. So again, St. Peter calls him- 
elf an Elder or Preſbyter [T. Pet. 5. 1. ] But 


ſurt our Author will vouchſafe to own that an 


Apoſtle was of an higher Order than Preſbyters, 


and had an Authority Superior to them. For 


this Reaſon we find them always mention'd ih 
Serlpture with this Diſtinction, Apofiles and El- 


dert, See Aﬀts 15. 2. 4. 6. 22. 23. In anticnty 


Author the Word n is ae. when the 


Der- 
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Perſon was not ſtrictly ſpeaking of that Order. 
Tertullian more than once in one Chapter (de 
Bap. c. 18.) calls Philip the Deacon an Apoſtles 
and he is call'd, oUWwano go NOS, Coapoſtol us, in the 
Apoſtolical Conſtitutions [1.6 c. 7. P. 339. And 
as a Deacon was call'd an Apoſtle, ſo Origen calls 
the Apoſtles Deacons, [y erh, 'avlois ö ,s 
ric Gidaozanasd Inzss. in Celſ.[ 1. P. 48. v. 1. P. 20] 
and Papias calls St. Andrew, St. Peter, and o- 

ther Apoſtles Preſbyters, [Tzs' rd me:o6v:gav 'avin- 
givov Noyes, ri avpiasn Tint leoctimev,. Euf. Hiſ. Ecc, 
W475, 1.5 | XP 1 

And to offer our Author an Inſtance ad homi- 
nem Epaphraditus is call'd the Apoſtle to the 
Philippians ; is he therefore of their SE os 
Judgment, who concludes he was Phil. 2. 25, 
the ſupreme ſpiritual Governor of 4 
the Church there, and not a mere Meſſenger? 
We know that under the legal Diſpenſation 
the Prieſts and Levites were appointed to mini- 
ſter about holy Things, to offer Sacrifices, and to 
bleſs the People in God's Name; yet theſe had 
the ſeveral Parts oftheir Office aſhew'd , which it 
was not lawful for them to exceed: And though 
we ſay that the whole legal Service was perform'd 
by Prieſts and Levites ; yet the High-Prieft was 

of a ſuperior Order, and none but he was permit- 

ted to enter into the Holy of Ho on the great 
Day of Expiation. . {= 
Again, that the Names of Biſhop and Preſby- 
ter were promiſcuonſly uſed even by thoſe who 
acknowledge a Diſtinction and Preeminence of 
ons Order above another, - evident from Iyrhaw, 


who 
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whom his Epiſtle to Yifor | Biſhop of Rome, 
ſpeaks of the Preſby ters, who before Soter gover- 
ned the Church over which he then preſided, and 
then mentions Anicet us, Pius, Hyginus, Teleſphorus 
and tus, the very ſame Perſons which he 
ſpeaks of in a Place I have cited before, as the 
| Biſhops who ſucceeded the Apoſtles in the Go- 
vernment of that Church. But what did not re- 
nau: own a Diſtinction of Order and Juriſdiction 
betwixt Biſhops and Pre ſbyters properly ſo call 
ed? This is impoſſible to conceive, for he him- 
ſelf was firſt Preſbyter of the Church of Lyons in 
France, and afterwards ſucceeded Pothinus in the 
Epiſcopal Charge of that See. oo 
There is a Quotation of our Author from Gd = 
mens Romanus. which J think may fairly be ac- 
counted for aſter ron — His ee 
are theſe. The Apoſtles went preaching through 
*'Countrys and Cities, and boni the kf 


© Fruits of thoſe they converted to the Faitb, prov- 
ing them by the Spirit to be the or gy Dea- 
© cons of .thoſe who ſhould believe.** From hence 
our Author would infer, that there were but two 


Orcers of Miniſters in the Church, and that 


Biſhops and Preſbyters had the ſame Office, and 
Power. But as Cotelenus on the ſame Place ob- 
TJerves, I think it very probable at leaſt, that St. 
Clement ſpeaks in that Place not of the diſtin Or- 
ders ofthe Miniſtry, but of thoſe who ſhould pre- 
_ "fide over the Church, including them under the 
general Names of Biſhops and Deacons. For to 
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prove this to be no new Inſtitution, he quotes tha 
Text in 1ſziab, [ Chap. 60. v. 17.] which accord 
ing to the Tranſlation of- the gar 18 
< Sales 185 fo "oxy ye — 1 lien vn, xi  T85 er 10% 0285 | 
' os e Cixonwovve.) I * conſtitute thy Rulers, mn 
Peace, and thy Biſhops in 'Rigbteouſneſs. Thoſe 
who in the Septuagint Trauſlation are Rulers, 
are by St. Clement call'd Aidzovar, Deacons, 
alluding perhaps to thoſe Words of our bleiſed 
Lord, Matt. 20. 26. Whoſoever will be chief a- 
7 vou. let him be your Qiu, your Deacon, 
| Miniſter, I am the rather confirm d in this Opint- 
on, becauſe the ſame Author in the Beginning of 
this Epiſtle, exhorts the Corinthians to he ſabjed, 
ro ic iyvulvdis to their Rulers, without mentioning. 
the Diſtinction of Orders, as they were then * 
bliſhd in the Church. k 

Our Author quotes a Text of anke 
prove that there Were two Orders of Mini _ 
ly, which I believe may be ſatisfactorily anſwer” 
without any ſuch Coucluſion being draun from 
it. St. Paul in his 5 iſtle to the Fee ads | 
dreſſeth himſelt to all the Saints in 
Cbriſt Jeſus, with the Biſhops and Phil. 1: 2 | 
Deacons. I do believe in all Pro- 
bability that Biſhops. are taken there for thoſe of 
the ſecond Order: My Reaſon for it is this : Epa- 
phroditus, whom St "Paul ſpeaks of in Chap. 2. 
of that Epiftle is ſtiled —— Meſſenger, we 
trauſlate it,” but it may more congrubuſiſy be rend- 
* H &. one EF had Ne + 
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Word. St. Paul calls him in that Chapter 
Brother and Companion in labour, and Fellow 


are always mention'd in this Order, Biſhops, 


Biſhop of Philippi in the appropriate Senſe of that 


Soldier, v. 25. and exhorts the Chriſtians of 
Philippi to receive him at his Return with all 
Gladneſs, and to hold ſuch in Reputation, becauſe 


for the Work of Chriſt he was nigh unto Death, 


v. 29. 30. This is the Interpretation of Theodorer 


on the Place, and farther to confirm it, he faith, 
that thoſe who are now called Biſhops were at 
- firſt ſtiled Apoſtles, and that afterwards they 
q quitted that Name out of Deference and Reſpect 
tothe twelve Apoſtles of our Lord. ta 
This Argument therefore from the Synoni- 


* 


mous Uſe of the Name Biſhop and Preſbvter, on 


which our Author lays ſo great Streſs, is indeed 
no more than a mere quibble and Fallacy to im- 
= on the Judgment of weak and unthinking 
eople. The Words Biſhops, Preſbyters and [ea- 
eons, had not at firſt ſuch a fixd and determinate - 
ſignification, as they had afterwards; but then as 
- ſome were deputed to ſucceed the Apoſtles in the 
| ordinary power of governing the Church, fo the 
Name of Biſhop was in time appropriated to 


them. And therefore in thoſe Teſtimonies I 
urged from Ignatius, the Miniſters of the Church 


Preſbyters and Deacons. 


Under this Head we may anſwer alſo what our 
Author ſays in Proof of the Identity, as he calls it, 


of Biſhop and Preſbvter in the Inſtance produced 


from the Elders of Epbeſus, [Acts 20, v. 17. 28] 


2D he 445 | 4 
in the Government of that Church, and might be 


pter hi: 


, > ih ih toe 29 


to hom the Apoſtle directs his Advice, in theſe. 
Words. Tale beed ito your ſelves, amd to all the. 

5 Overſeers, ron r, Biſhops, 2 feed tbe Church of a 
God.** But what then? Have not Preſbyters the 
Care and Overſight of their Flock: committed to 

them ? Are not they by Vertue of their Office o- 
bliged mor parvin, to feed with wholſome Do- 
crrine and take care that Order and Diſcipline be 
"Preſerved in the Church ? This is common to 
both Orders ; but then the Inference is wrong, 
when he concludey from hence, that becauſe the 
Office of Biſhop and Preſbyter is the ſame. in ma- 
ny Particulars, therefore it is the ſame in all. Let 
St. Ferom, to whom our Author appeals in Fa- 
vour of his Pretenſions, deſide this Controverſie. 
What, ſays he, can a Biſhop do, which a Preſbyter 
cannot do, Ordination alone being excepted? . 
There is one Reſerve yet behind, which istheir 
dernier Reſort, their laſt Retreat, when all other 
Ai guments fail them ; and this is ſometimes urged 
by our Author, though without offering any Proof, 
but what is merely Circumſtantial. They would 
make us believe, that in the firſt ages of Chriſtia- 
nity, a Biſhop with his Preſbyters did preſide o- 
ver a ſingle Congregation only-z and that his Di- 
oceſs was uſually of no greater extent than one 
of our Pariſhes. This hath. been the darling no- 
tion of the Party of late years, though time was, 
when the Aſſembly of Divines managed this Con- 
troverſy in favour of us againſt the Independents, 
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as plainly appears inthe Book now extant, call'd 
the Grand Debate, But rather chen want a plau- 
fible argument againſt Epiſcopacy, as eſtabliſhed 

in our Church, they feem willing to'deſett their 
own Priticiples, and run into the Independent 
Scheme > ſeparate Congregations. However 
wewill g ve it a fair examination, and ſee whe- 
ther the ( ion will bear the weight they lay 
upon it. 
And firſt l mall conſider what Evidence we 
have of this matter in Scripture, and then ſtreng- 
then it by the Teſtimony of Euſebius and others. 
Inthe firſt place then let us take a view of the 
Church of Jeruſalem, of which 1 told you St. 
" Fames was the fix d Apoſtle and Biſhop. We 
mda finda great deal to our purpoſe for deeiding 
this matter in the Hiſtory of the Acts of the A- 
poſtles, Written by St. Luke in Chap. 2. We 
read of three thoufand Perſons converted to the 
Faith by the powerful Preaching of St. Peter, 
and again v. 47. It is ſaid the Lord added rf 
- Church daily ch as ſhould be ſaved. ( oor ger 
v. 4. Many "if them which beard, believe 
the number of the Men was about f Us Tess 
Chap. 5. v, 14. Believers were the more added 
to the Lord multitudes both of Mem and Women. 
Chap. 6. v. 7. The Word of God incre fed. and 
be Wah of the 3 s muktiplyed in Jeru- 
-falem greatly ; and. à great ( of the Priefts 
"vere obedient to the Faith. was before the 
Diſperſion of the Diſciples by means of the Per- 
*ſecvtion raiſed in Jeruſalem, of which we have 
an Account, 45. 8. 2 this in the 9. * 
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v. 1. we read, Then bidths Obpch re through? 
1525 Judea, and Calilee, and nc rfl "Were: 
| etifiet: and walking in the Fear of the Lord. and 
in ihe Comfort of tbe Holy Gboſt were muktiphied. 
[ Chap. 12. v. 24. It is written, that the Word of 
"i Gl grew and miltiplied. Chap. 31. v. 20. Sr. 
1 
Zames ſpeaks thus to St. Paul, Thor ſeeſt, Bratber, 
Yes many. Thauſands,in the Original,uvpiatis, * 5 
: ds, of *rbe Jews there ate this belizve, + 
Theſe are Scriptural Evidences of the weak 
derful increaſe of "Believers in Jeruſalem, and 
further to ſtrengthen this Evidence, we may con- 
ſider * wie the — Da wars; 69 
promp their own Malice, t to perſe 
cute our Saviour and his Apoſt les, they were often 
forced to deſiſt from their wicked es for 
Fear of the People, which plainly implics chat 
there were great Numbers of Jewiſſi Converts in 
that City. And if, ab Apollaniut, an ancient Writer 
eited by Baschi. * faith, the Apoſtles did not 
depart from Feruſalem in the Space of twelve 
Years, we have Reaſan to believe, that through 
their Authority and Paitis, great and wonderful 
Acceſhans were made to that hat Church. Further 
according to the tation of St. Jerom, Hien, 
Cala. ] St James the firſt Biſhop of that See. Re- 
fided in that City thirty Years. He was highly | 
beloved and eme by the Jeus for his emi- 
nent Juſtice, and other ſhining Vertues, and there | 
fore in fo long Time, could not but greatly in- 
creaſe the Number of Converts, ma Ld 
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f iter alp tö the g 8 of the Apoſtles, forms 

us that in his Time, many ofthe Nulers being con- 
verted to the Chriſtian Faith, the Siribes. and 

Pbariſest made their Complaints that che hole 
City of Jeriſalem would turm Chriſtians. 
„St. Simeon, who ſucceeded Fameriin the Bi- 
ſhoprick of 'Feruſalem; ſuffered Martyrdom at the 
Age of an Hundred and Twenty Years, and he 


was Biſhop:there about Fortp'three years; ſo that 


thoſe two eminent Giſnbps preſided over that 
Cburch for above ſev 


enty years, and that too. 
not without great ſucchſs in their Miniſtry. {See 
25 [Zenkins reaſ. of the Chr. Rel. v. 2. Cap. 32. 
9 Euſebius further acquaints us, that 
ſucceeded Simm in the Government: ol 

| hat Church: and ihat an infinite number of 7. 
were then brought over to the Chriſtiars Faith. T 
This multitude of Believers in the City of — 
ruſalem, are always ſpoken of in Sc and 
by the Primitive Fathers; as hut one Church, See 
Act, 8. v. 1. Chap. 2. v. 17. conipard with Ch. 
2 11. Chap. 12. v: 5. and Chap. 15. v. 4. 
They are called one Church, not only becauſe 
they were United in-the Profeſſion of the fame 
Faith, and entitled to the ſame 2 of.the 
new Covenant, but more: becauſe they 

| 0p were under the inf pection and 3C 

one Biſhop and: his — — can any 
Mulan in his right Senſes, believe that: fuch innere 
able Numbers could meet together i ne Con · 
=” Begation or W What e be 
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of extent large enough to receive them? Or if it 
was, with what Order and Regularity could Di- 
vine Service be perform d? This is impoſſible to 
concetve, eſpecially in thoſe times of Perſecution, 
whenChriſtians were often forced to meer for Re- 
ligious Worſhip in an Upper Room, as we find: 
they did, See Ads 1, 13. 20, 8. This is ſo very 
evident a truth, that to reaſon further upon it, 
would argue a diſtruſt of your underſtandings. 4 5 
The next Inſtance I ſhall give from Scripture, 
is the Church of Epheſus, of which Timothy was 
Biſhop, This we have reaſon to believe conſiſt- 
ed of more Congregations than one, we read 
Ads 20. v. 31. That St. Paul continued at E- 
pbeſus, and Preached there for the ſpace of three 
years. That his Miniſtry was attended witng 
great Succeſs, appears from Act, 19. v. 10. All 
_ they which dwelt in Aſia heard the Word of the 
Lord Jeſus, both Jews and Greeks. See alſo 
verſes 17, 18, 19. and then v. 20. He concludes 
thus, So mightily grew the Word of God and pre- 
vailed. In the 1. Cor. 16. 18. 19, the Apoſtle 
gives this Reaſon, why he tarried at Eyheſus til! 
Pentecoſt; a great Door, and effectual is open i 
unto me, and there are many Adverſaries, and v. 
19. there is mention made of a particular 
Church in the Houſe of Aquila and Priſcilla then 
at Epheſus, from whence this Epiſtle to the Co-. 
© rinthians was undoubtedly writ. Can we believe 
then, that all the Chriſtians in that City, where 
St. Paul and the Miniſters that attended him, 
had ſpentſo much Time and Labour, could at- 
ſemble together in one 25 only ? St. Ignatius 
py: | ET 
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It) 55 5 Epiſtle to tlie Church of Epheſus freak 
of the Multitude of Believers there, as he had' 
learn'd from One ſimis their Biſhop.* 


It appears evident from hence even beyond 


Contradiction, that at Epheſus there was Wort 
than one ingle Congregation ; and yet this Mul- 


titude of Behevers are in the Scripture Account 


but one Church, and always ſpoken of as ſuch. 
See, Rev. 2, 

That there were at Corinth alſo more Covngre- 
ations than one, ſeems probable at leaſt, be- 
cauſe St. Paul in his Epiſtle to the Romans,which 
was dated from Corinth, ſays, the Churches A 
Chriſt ſalute you, Rom. 16. v. 16. 

To confirm this Evidence taken from Scripture, 
I ſhall produce ſome further Proofs: from antient 


Authors. We learn from Euſebius, that St. Mark 


the Evangeliſt went and preached the Goſpel 


ſarily imply, that there was more than one Con- 
gregation in that City. In another Place ſpeaking 
of the wonderful Increaſe of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, he hath theſe Remarkable Words. Why 
* [ſaith he ] can fully deſcribe the Number of 


in Epypt, and conſtituted *Exx>roias, Churches in 


the City of Alexandria. T Which Words neceſ- 


© Churches in every City, and the famous concourſe 
* of People in their Aſſemblies for religiousWaxſhip, 


© inſomuch that not content with their amient Edi 


* fices, theyiraiſed new ones from the very Founda- 


tion in every City. || This Account indeed le 
gives, when he hath brought down his 5 9 70 | 


3 13 * ign. 2 2d Koh. Sec. 1. Tul. is Ee. I 2. e. * 
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!! Euſ. Hiſ. Ecœ. J. 8. d. 12. K. 190. 
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| ſhould never be forgotten; they are in his 2d. 
Book, and 3d. Chap. Amongſt other Things he 
lays. In all Cities and Villages, like Granaries 
* full of Corn, there were in a ſhort 1ime Churches: 
© conſifling of infinite Numbers of Men, ¶ Kai Gila j 
ava maoa Tous Te xxl Aden, Thnhusons ankwvos H- 
«nv puupiavSor xa! marmhulas alows ixxdnoias ovy- 
eie. ] No wonder therefore if Tertullian could 
triumph ia the vaſt Numbers of Chriſtians which 
were in his Days, [Et utiq; ex diſciplind pati- 
entiæ diving agere nos, ſatis manifeſtum eſſe vobis 
poteſt, cum tanta hominum multitudo, pars pene ma- 
Jor civitatis cujuſqʒ. L. ad ſcapulam. c. 2. P. 69. Ed. 
Par. 1675] Euſebius alſo further to confirm this 
Obſervation mentions Silvanus with this Circum- 
ſtance, TWV *apud! Thy "Epuoay e‘ i rianouros. | 
Biſhop of the Churches of Emiſa. *. In the ſame 
Manner he mentions another S:/vanus Biſhop of 
the Churches of Gaza. And even Titus Biſhop 
of the Churches of Crete : Theſe are his Words, 
Hiſtory informs us, that Timothy was made the 
firſt Biſhop of the Pariſh of Epheſus, as Titrs.was 
ot the Churches of Crete. | Tyzoleos' le, win wh e 
*Epiow Tapoxias iflogarai TowTos Tr Priztomn eie 
yivas os xa Tilos . ri Aeflne kuh. I. c 4. P.73 ] 
To add more ſtrength and firmneſs to this Ar- 
gument, we may obſerve, that the Word Tagoizis 
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bi ul. Hil, Egg, J. 8, c. 13. F. zeg. 


ſometimes a particular Church. Thus it is ſaid 
of Demetrius, that the Adminiſtration Taeporuy 


— 
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is uſed by Eu ſebius and other of the Greek Fa- 
thers, ſometimes to ſigni fie a whole Dioceſe, and 


of the Churches of Alexandria was committed to 


him, there the Words ſignifies ſeveral particular 


Churches, ſuch as a Dioceſe 1s with us, under 
the Inſpection and Government of one Biſhop. 
ln another place we read of Demetrius, who 


was Tis *aulolt Taganias ros S Biſhop of the 
Church of Alexandria. ¶Euſ. H. Ecc. 1. 6. c. 8. 
p. 209 There it muſt import the extent of a 


whole Dioceſe We learn alſo from the ſame 


Author, that in the Suburbs which were remote 


from the City, particular Aſſemblies were held, 
with which the Inhabitants there might join in 


Communion, and who were not ordinarily oblig- 


ed to go to the Mother Church, Agreeablie 


hereunto is the Account that Mr. Bing ham, and 


other learned Men give of this Matter. A Tagonia, 


ſaith he, * which ſome miſtake for a Pariſh Church, 
| © oy ſingle Congregation, fienified antiently nat 


© the Places, or Habitations near a Church, 
< but the Towns or itloves | hay a City, which 
together with the City was the Biſhop's 
© Tagaix!a, or ag We now call it, his Dioceſe, the 
« Bounds of his ordinary care and juriſdifion. 


© That thus it war, appears evidently from this, 
that the largeſt Nioceſes, ſuch as thoſe of Rome, 
© Antioch, and Alexandria, which had many par- 
ticular Churches in them, were call'd by the. 
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* Name, as the Reader may find in an hundred 
Paſſages in Euſebius, (I. 1. c. I. I. 2. c. 24. where 


he uſes the Word Tapoxia, when he ſpeaks of 


thoſe large and populous Cities, which had many 
particular Churches in them. The City of Alex- 
andria in the Time of Alexander and Athanaſius 


was divided into ſeveral Diftrids calbd Laura, 


in every one of which there was a Church with 


a Preſbyter fix d upon it; and yet all theſe were 


but one Tazoniz,. as Alexander calls it in his cir- 


_ cular Epiſtle againſt Antus. Bing. Ant. of the 
Chr. Ch. Pr. 3.B. 9. c. 2. Set. 1. P. 345 
The fame Author ſhews that the Tevaclacy; 


Suburbs of a City, which in the modern Accep- 
tation ſignifies no more than the Houſes, or Ha- 
bitations next adjoining without the Walls of. a 


City, did antiently denote all the Towns, or Vil- 


lages, which lay round the City in a certain Di- 
{triF, which were therefore reckon d as belong- 


: ing to that City, tho many Times ſeveral Miles 


diſtant from it. Of this he gives many and evi- 
dent Proofs, See Bingham as quoted before,P.347. 


It is therefore very evident'that the Dioceſe of 


a Biſhop did contain ſeveral particular Churches, 


where Chriſtians met together for the Perfor- 
mance of Religious Worſhip ; only at ſome of 


the great Feſtivals, as Eaſter or Pentecoſt, thoſe 
who lived at a convenient Diſtance, were oblig- 


— 


ed to go to the Mother Church of the City, in f 
Token of their holding communion with the 
Biſhop, who generalty reſided there. Juſt as un- 

der mie 


6 legal Diſpenſation, the Jews ordinar 
frequented the Synagogue | for divine Worſhi 


— 


ily 
b; 


- 


but 


5 C 54.) 
but on great and ſolemn Feſtivals were obliged 
to appear before the Lord at Feruſalem. And 
thus we may in ſome Meaſure account for what 
our Author alledges from the Epiſtles of Ignati- 
xs, where the Church is commanded to aſſemble 
frequently, eis *xags!av Ges, to celebrate the 
Sacrament, and join in other Religious Duties. 
But concerning this Paſſage of St. Ignatius pro- 
duced by our Author (P. 25.) which is to be 
found in his Epiſtle to the Epheſians, Sect. 13. I 
{hall further offer theſe Obſervations. 1 K. St. 
Ignatius ſays, let that Euchariſt be eſteem'd valid, 
which 1s under the Biſhop's Management, -or his 
whom the Biſhop appoints. .( *:iwn B:Barx 'ruya; 
eig nyadFao i mo Toy iTIoKXoWoY So 1 ® av "avlos 
 *emileinba. ad Smyn. Sect. g.) What therefore was 
perform'd by Men whom the Biſhop commiſſi- 
on'd, might be ſaid to be done by the Biſhop. 
2. Concerning the Expreſſion, *:wi ro allo, tran- 
{lated by our Author into one Place, theſe are 
the Words of the Aſſembly of Divines upon 
another Occaſion. * Their being aſſembled ':wi 79 
alle, doth not » neceſſarily enforce it, (i. e. their 
being in one Place,) becauſe here the Word may, 
and inſome Places muſt admit of another Tranſla- 
tion, as As 4. 26. 27. where *:wi ro 'avlo, ſignifies 
not a convention of Perſons in one place, who can 
make it appear that ever Herod, Pontius Pilate, the 
Gentiles, and the People of Iſrael were fo aſ- 
ſembled about Chriſt 5] but only a confent of 
Mind in one Thing. And ſuch as meet in Con- 
ſultation to carry on the fame Buſineſs may well 
be ſaid to be gather'd together, wi 70 adio, the 
Ep EET; pney. * 


— 


. 
o 


. 


they meet in ſeveral Places: As with us the 

Lords and Commons aſſemble themſelves, *wwi rs 
ade, and are but one Parliament, tho* met in 
two Houſes. Grand Debate of the Aſſem. P. 17. 
3. St. Cyprian, long after the Days of Ignatius, 
Biſhop of Carthage, one of the greateſt Cities of 


the World, in Africa where Tertullian was born, 


who gloried in the Number of Chriſtians ; St. 
Cyprian, I ſay, ſpeaks of one Altar, (aliud Altare 
con(litui, aut Sacerdotium novum fieri, propter 
umem Altare, et umm Sacerdotium non pot et, 
C Ep. 43. P. 83. Ed. Ox.) and he condemng 
Novatian for endeavouring to erect a prophane 
Altar againſt Cornelius at Rame, and yet from Cor- 
nelius himſelf we learn the State of the Church 
at Rome in his Time, of which preſently. (Vid. 
Cyp. Ep. 68. P. 177. Profanum Altare erigere.) 
Tho this Inſtance from Ignatius be all the Proof 
our Author produces in favour of this Notion of 
congregational Epiſcopacy, yet being now engag- 
ed on this Subject, I will mention one Paſſage 
more from this Author, and that is in his Epiſtle 
to Polycarp, where he exhorts him thus, Feu 
Tos ravslfo Gin, Enquire into every one by Name, 
| Ep. ad Polyp. Sed 4. This Exhortation may 
ſeem. inconſiſtent with Dioceſan Epiſcopacy. To 
this I reply that no {ſuch Inference can neceſſari- 


ly be drawn from hence. | Ft, 
For what Inconfiſtency is it to affirm, that 
- what Enquiries he made by others, he might be 
ſaid to make himſelf ;' eſpecially if he did this 
by the Miniſtry and Aſſiſtance of thoſe Perſons 
who were under his Direction, and ſubject = his 
2408 s n Ipiri- 


„ (36) | 
ſpiritual Authority, as the Preſbyters and Deacons 
of his own Church certainly were? And could a- 


vice, than they to whom the care of the People un- 
der the. Inſpection of their Biſhop was committed? 
May not a Perſon in Authority, according to the u- 
ſual Way of Speaking, and the common Idiom of 
all Languages, be ſaid properly to do that, which 
is executed by his Direction and Command ? And 

then again, conſidering the Zeal of this holy Mar- 
tyr St. Ignatius, why might he not uſe an high 
Expreſſion to excite and encourage his Fellow 


difcharge of his ſpiritual Truſt, tho' in its ſtrict 
and litteral meaning, he could not fully comply 
with the Exhortation, or reach the utmoſt Ex- 
tent of it ? But further, ſuppoſing theſe Words 
ſhould be taken in a litteral Senſe, I cannot ſee 
any great Advantage can be made by it to ſup- 


For all Dioceſes were not, to be ſure,.of the ſame 
Latitude and Extent. In Aſia Minor, ſays Mr. 


the ſmalleſt Dioceſes in the World. (Pr. 3. B. 9. 


was the Dioceſe of Smyrna. This, lays he, was 
put a very ſmall Frovince for ſo many Dioceſes. 

Lib. P. 408.] From Phocas,{ a Biſhops See, ] to 
Smyr.14 is computed 25 Miles, and from Smyrna 
to Colophon, (another See) 20 Miles; but Lebi- 
des, (a third See,) lay in the middle Way between 
them ; (7b. P. 409. ſo that an Inſtance produ- 
ced from this little Dioceſe cannot be concluſive 
11 con- 


ny Perſons more properly be employed in this Ser- 


Biſhop to extraordinary care and diligence in the 


port the Pretence of congregational Epiſcopacy. 


Bing ham, were ſome of the largeſt, and ſome of 
c. 3. P. 394." In one Province of Aſia, Lydiana 


1 


4 


0 


\ 


TTY | 
2 all others. In Antioch it ſelf, accord- 


St.Chrſoftoin, am, who was of that City there 


— -h St." Ip natins's Time no leſs 1 two. 
hundred couland Souls. [Caves Life of St. Igna- 


bur, Sec. 2.] conſidering therefore the holy Fer- 
vour and Zeal of St. Palycarp, and the Smallneſs 
of his Dioceſe; there is no inconſiſtency in the. 


Expreſſi on, ſuppoſing, it to be taken even in the: 


literal Senſe, though there is no Neceſſity of ſo 
underſtanding ir. 5 


[ ſhall cite 1 * one Evidence more in a Caſe 
that is ſo exceeding plain; and this had been 

urg d before by Mr. — but our Author pre- 
— know where to fad it - I believe it 


will bea much more dificult Taſk to anſwer it. 
I᷑ is extant in an Epiſtle of Cornelius Biſhop of 
: 2 by Euſebius, [H. Ecc. I 6 c. 43. 
| 2. 


44.) written to Fabius Biſhop of Antinc h. 
Wherein, he faith, that in the Charch of Rome 


there was at that Time forty ' fix Pieſbyters, and 


feven Deacons, with a hundred and one inferior 
Minifters, ' and above fiſteen hundred Widows | 
and Indigents. Could the Faithfal, who were. in, 
Circumſtances to give and not receive, and all 
theſe aſſemble conſtantly in one Congregation? 


But ſuppoſing this ; what Occaſion could there be 


for ſuch a Number of Preſbyters there? How 


could they be emplo ted in their proper Miniſtry 2? 


We may with more Reaſon conclude from 2 1 | 
that there were at Rome at that Time {6 many. 


Patiſh Churches as there were Preſbyters to preſide _ 
over them. under ihe om laſpecien and care 


vf their Biſhop, 


Thus 


; 
| 
| 
1 
1 
2 
1 
9 
1 
* 1 
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Thus then l have anſwered the moſt material 
Obdjjections of our Author, as for ſome mere mo- 


dern and late quotations, they do not at all affect 
the merits of the cauſe, or determine the Contro- 
verſy betwixt us. The Judgment of ſome par- 
ticular Perſons in favour of Ordination by Pres- 
byters, where abſolute neceſſity was pleaded for 
it, as indeed this was the Caſe at firſt in ſome of 
the Foreign Churches, when none of the Roman 


Biſhops, or but one as 'I remember, came into the 
Reformation: This I fav, cannot in the leaſt 


help our Diſſenters. The Reform'd abroad refuſe 
Not to hold communion with Epiſcopal Churches, 


when they come into Proteſtant Countries Where 


that Government is eſtabliſh' dy; and have ma- 


ny of them complain'd, it was their Misfortune 


they could not enjoy it themſelves. But is the caſe 
the ſame with thoſe of the Separation amongſt us? 


Can they plead the like Neceſſity ? Far from it. 


For they not only diſſent from our Eſtabliſhnent, 
and refuſe to hold communion with us, but a& 
in open Nefiance to Epiſcopacy ; and if this be 


the main Reaſon of their Separation, do hereby 
declare, that they could nor have held communion 


with any Church for above fifteen hundred Tears 
before the Reformation. For I am well aſſured 
that they cannot produce one ſingle Evidence in 
all that time, to prove that Preſbyterian Ordinati- 
on was ever allow'd by any Publick or Authen- 
tick Act of the Church. 


When they are hard preſs d with evidence fronk 3 


Antiquity; then they pretend that Authors have 


been forged « or corrupted to countenance the Pa. 


B F pa 
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5 pal " Hierarchy, as they call it: Whereby they ; 


4a © 


would ſuggeſt that Epiſcopal Government, is a | 


Branch of Popery. This is an odious Reflection, | 
and never fails to do them Service, tho there be 
no manner of truth in it. This is objected in 


the caſe of Ignatius, but not one argument brought 


for the Proof of it. Allowing this, what can 
they ſay of thoſe Fragments of his Epiſtles pre- 
ſerved by Euſehins ? F hope they will own thera 


to be genuine, and yet there is fufficient evidence 


from them to prove inconteſtably the three Or- 
ders of Miniſters in the Church, and indeed there 
is ſuch clear and full Proof of this matter in eve. 


| ry page of that Author, that it 1s impoſſible to i- 


magine, ſo general a corruption as the Objection 


| implies, could be foiſted upon us. 


When they are beaten from this hold, then the 
main argument they inſiſt upon is Scripture 3 but, 


I hope I have made it appear, that there is as full 
Proof of the continuance of a Succeſſiou, to the 


the oxdinary Apoſtolical Power, with which Bi- 
225 are inveſted, [I mean thoſe properly ſo cal - 
Js in ſuch a ſhort Hiſtorical account of things 
could reaſonably be expected. » 
But I know not indeed with what decency they 


can pretend to urge even this Plea: Have we 


not Scripture Authority for the Ordination of 


Deacons, as a diſtint Order of Church Officers? 


Why. then have they laid them. aſide in their At. | 


| ſemblies, under pretence that they were no more 
than Overſeers of the Poor, though Ignatius ſays 
| expreſly, that they are not Bewjac Toy x Toy 

d1gzovs; the Miniſters of Meat and Drink, bur of 


the 


C > 5 


| the Church of Gol. A come Prov 6f this ; 
is, that the equal quahfications required in thoſe 
| who were to be appointed Deacons in the Church, . - © 
are in a. manner the fame with thoſe required |Þ © 
of Preſbyters: I am fure in all Antiquity the Y 1K. 
cannot produce 2 ſingle Inſtance of any( 
being without Deacons. But then to go a Inde | 
4 rider what Scripture evidence can they produce“ 
for Lay-Elders, as Eftabliſh'q among then This 
1 believe was never heard of till Calvin's time; 
and not Scripture but convenience was firſt 173 | 
ed for ſetting them up. So that they have dif 
carded two of the Orders of the Miniſtry, - Biſhops |} 
and Deacons, and to ſpeak the truth, 1 know nk 1 
i mn right they eam lay any Slam to the b 8 
INNS . 
But it is time to draw to 2 Coricdufien; We 8. 
| of this Church have abundant reaſon to bleſs Gd 
Jer our happy Eſtabliſhment, which is truly Pri- | 
mitive and Apoftolical. The Priefts who Mini- 
| ſer about holy Things, are duly and Regularly 
 ealled to their Office, and have mimiſſion from 
God to blefs the People i in his Name. Our hold- 
ing conſtant Communion with this Church, is 4 
_publick Declaration, that we do not ſeparate e from! | 
thoſe Glorious and Primitive Churches; which 
are fam'd in the Records of Hiſtory, for ſo many 
5 eminent Martyrs and Champions in the Chriſtian 
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cayſe. We are of the ſame Church with them, 
| and ſtill United to them, tho” with this difference, - 
they are advanced to a ſtate of higher Glory aue 
|| Perfe&ion; we are yet in a'ſtate.of Warfare, and 
, with thoſe Enemies we have * * 


2 2 


0 109 


C +4 
ed. But then if we continue [au 8 8 
of this Church, and hold conſtant Communion ö 
with it in all religious Duties; it we take care to P 


Tranſcribe into our lives that ſincere Piety, un- 
vdiſſembled Goodneſs, and well directed Charity fs 


er Doctrines ſet forth, and her Miniſters daily 
2 upon us, we ſhall, after the concluſion of 
this our Warfare, be exalted to that honour aud FR 
happineſs, which glorify'd Saints and Martyrs do 
already, or ſhall hereafter enjoy. - 
Now to God the Father, God the Son, and 4 


i God the Hol Ghoſt, be aſcribed. as moſt due i is, 


all Honour, Power, Praiſe * Dane, now «© AM 


i and evermore, 
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